[The changes in vascular reactivity during aging].
Adult and old rats and rabbits revealed age-related changes of the reactivity of isolated vessels to catecholamines, vasopressin and acetylcholine. Changes that occurred in the sensitivity of various vascular areas during ageing were irregular. The increase in sensitivity of coronary vessels to vasopressin and rise of concentration of hormones in the blood promoted the development of coronary insufficiency. Stress, catecholamines sharply increased the sensitivity of coronary vessels of old rats to vasopressin. In adult and old rabbits the dyslipoproteinemia altered the sensitivity of aortal smooth muscles to epinephrine, while in old animals it enhanced the contractile effect. The shifts in vascular endothelium were shown to play certain role in the changes of vascular reactivity during ageing. The vasopressin-induced rise of cGMP in the vascular smooth muscles was more obvious in old vs. adult rats.